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"Honorable Chairman Smith and members of t-he-..qo_mm'ittee: :

Thank you for taking testimony on A"s‘sembly Bill 454, relating to the standardization of the
statements below the na{_hes of the Independent Candidates for partisan office.

Currently under state law, there is no standardtzatlon for the statements on ballots for
Independent Candidates for: part|san office. ] ??partlsan candldates are not allowed to
make ballot principle statements, mdepende andldates are not prohlblted in‘any regard.
Without this standardlzat:on, some candldates recewe t_" yenefit of what is essentially an
advocacy piece at the polis creat| ’""3?a.n unfalr electlon S T

As an example, an mdependent cand:date could cu: rent] pIéCe' his or her name on the
ballot with a statement of the1r prmc;ples as’ iong as this V.-
Under this bill and Assembly Amendme t 1 ' ,ta_ndard WIH be set for Independent Candidate’s
statements on all ballots throughout the state, Thi: 'standard will be set at 35 characters or
tess. This will allow for an unblased'feie“ ion. For you mformat:on the section that | have
underlined is. 35 characters without spages. :

| encourage your support of thls bill, and hope we-can move it forward in this legislative
process.

Thank you.

Srace Capicol, PO Box 7882 Fax: (608} 267-2353 .| Commiztee an Judiciary, Corrections, Insurance, Joint Committee on Finance

Madison, Wi 53707-7882 Toll-free: 1-888-326-6673 - - Campaign Firiance Reform, and Housing {Chair) Joint Committee for Review of Criminal Penalties (Co-Chair)
Phone: {414) 342.7176 - Scn Taylor@legis. wisconsin.goy® .. Committee on Justice Reinvestment Committee on Strengthening Wisconsin Families (Co-Chair)
Capitol: (608) 266-5810 . www, SenatorTay lur com

Initiative Oversight (Ch_air) ' PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



